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Suhasini G Hegde
(President, IFIM Toastmasters Club)

Letter from the President

There is a demand for effective training of B-
Schoolers into eminent personalities with amazing 
soft skills to enable them to become industry-
ready. Here is a platform, Toastmasters, a place 
where the fear of failure is definitely a myth, and 
the courage to achieve becomes your blood 
group.

Rushee Gadiparthy
(Immediate Past President)

A lot of efforts were put in to bring the club to the state where it is now, 
by the first two office bearers’ teams, and I am glad the same is continuing 
with the education programme execution.

I strongly believe that the first edition of the rein-
stated newsletter will be a huge hit and empower 
the readers.
One word to describe Toastmasters International?
Wonderful.

In life, not everyone is equally gifted. But to those 
who are courageous enough to attempt the seem-
ingly impossible, the world is their oyster. It is 
these courageous people who step forward into 
Toastmasters to shed that inhibition, that lingering 
fear of failure that people associate with public 
speaking and someday, become powerful orators.
A by-product of becoming one such person is the 
ability to write well. 

A memorable speech requires hours of practice and even more hours put 
into crafting that perfect speech.
It is in recognition of the power that words have, that IFIM Toastmasters 
Club is renewing its newsletter. I am sure that the members who have mes-
merized us with their spoken words will now enthrall us with their writing, 
for be it whatever media, their passion for their thoughts being heard is an 
inherent quality of every Toastmaster!



From the Editors’ desk

Arindam Sharma Roy
(Vice President-Public Relations; Editor)
The idea of starting a newsletter was first brought 
up to me by our club’s President, TM Suhasini back 
in August. Initially, I was a bit skeptical about the 
necessity of publishing a newsletter every fort-
night, but I soon came to see the importance of it.
A lot many hours of writing and editing have gone 
behind the first newsletter, but I feel that it was 
much required and I hope that it will be successful 
in its purpose and be of use to the readers.

I would like to thank the current club officers for their hard work in their 
respective departments, and to everyone who have supported and 
encouraged me in this journey. Special thanks go out to Toastmasters 
Prithwish,  Shuvajit and Suhasini for lighting the spark in my head at times 
when I was running out of ideas. I hope to be able to work just as hard in the 
days going forward, for the betterment of our club and its members.

Shuvajit Dey
(Secretary; Assistant Editor)
The newsletter concept is a very nice idea that 
has been ignited from the mind of our President 
TM Suhasini. The newsletter will help to bring out 
valued insights of our IFIM Toastmaster club. 
Being a   toastmaster is one of the best things 
that have happened for me to bring out a holistic 
development in my life. Since the inception of the 
club way back in 2015 it has changed a lot now. club way back in 2015 it has changed a lot now. 

The newsletter will be the bearer of those moments and the activities that 
happen in our club. Hope it will be an inspiration to many and our first edition 
will leave a remarkable mark on the readers. 
Special thanks to TM Arindam (VP-PR) and not to 
forget my entire IFIM toastmaster fraternity for 
their continued support and Prof. Raj Chakraborty 
without whom IFIM Toastmaster would have 
never existed.



History of our Club

 It has been established that the need 
of good communication and leadership 
skills in management graduates is an 
insurmountable one. He or she may have a 
humongous amount of knowledge and 
ideas, but if they are not able to express it 
or take others along with them, the end 
resultresult cannot be up to its full potential. In 
this competitive world, every institution 
wants their students to be the 
best-equipped and to rise above the rest. 
The means of ensuring this are but limited.

It was with this observation that Prof. 
Rajarshi Chakraborty (Assistant Professor, 
IFIM Business School) and Mr. Sanjay 
Padode (Secretary, Centre for 
Developmental Education) decided that 
the best medium of ensuring that the 
students of IFIM Business School had those 
twotwo qualities inscribed within their veins, 
was via a Toastmasters club.

And thus, on the 1st of October 2015, the 
IFIM Toastmasters Club was chartered and 
came into existence. For the two years that 
followed, the IFIM Toastmasters Club has 
emerged as a platform that has allowed 
individuals to enrich and enhance their 
communication and leadership skills in 
particular,particular, along with networking, public 
speaking, providing constructive feedback, 
and various other qualities, through a 
self-paced programme where the only way 
to go is forward. Students can watch their 
peers perform and advance, and use that 
as motivation to hone their own skills and 
bringbring out the best version of themselves.

 The journey of this club has not 
always been a box of chocolates. When 
the club first started with its inaugural 
President, TM Romy Mathew and his club 
officers, they were immediately met with 
the challenge of making their fellow stu-
dents understand that it really was worth 
spendingspending the extra amount and becoming 
a member of the club. With the limited 
membership and attendance, the club had 
to struggle in order to hold its meetings as 
scheduled, with attendees requiring to 
take up multiple roles.

Despite the initial setbacks, the club was 
able to get its message across to the 
2016-18 PGDM batch, and the hard work 
paid off when a record 20+ members 
joined within the span of one month be-
tween February and March 2017.

Today, the IFIM Toastmasters Club holds 
the status of a Distinguished Toastmasters 
Club, with numerous accolades like Fast 
Five, Rising Star, Minute to Win It, and 
Smedley award to its name. As the fourth 
team of club officers take their responsi-
bilities and a new family of students join 
thethe institution, the journey carries on, and 
no matter where the current members are 
in another six months, may the torch of 
IFIM Toastmasters Club keep shining 
bright, and the qualities of communication 
and leadership be incorporated to all who 
seek it.



Toastmasters 
International
Club Mission

Core Values

Envisioned Future

We provide a supportive and positive learning experience in 
which members are empowered to develop communication 
and leadership skills, resulting in greater self-confidence and 

personal growth.

    Integrity
    Respect
    Service
    Excellence

To be the first-choice provider of dynamic, high-value, 

experiential communication and leadership skills development.



Why a Newsletter?

 With the expansion and 
progress that our club has made 
over the course of the last one year, 
it’s befitting that the club should 
have a monthly newsletter to update 
members, guests and other 
interested individuals, about the 
latestlatest developments and milestones 
achieved by the club, as well as 
provide an insight into what’s 
coming in the weeks to follow.

Traditionally, corporate and college 
Toastmasters Clubs that have 
advanced beyond a level, do have a 
newsletter in timely circulation for 
this very purpose, so that no one 
loses track of the latest happenings 
in the club, even if they are 
physicallyphysically unable to be present in 
the meetings. 

 By means of this newsletter, we 

aim to provide information on a vari-

ety of topics. For instance, the prog-
ress made by members since the 
publication of the previous edition 
and overall, latest developments in 
the world of Toastmasters and the 
clubs around us, an inspirational 
story by a voluntary member, news 
on exciting new plans we aim to in-
corporate etc. are some of the 
things we have in mind.



  Recent Events

1. Installation Ceremony 
(24th July 2017)

TheThe IFIM Toastmasters Club 
held its Installation Ceremony 
of Club Officers for the term 
July-December 2017.  The Area 
Director of Area I4, District 92, 
Mr. Arun Ramarathnam, facili-
tated the Oath-taking cer-
emony and installed the new 
Office Bearers to the club. 
Fourteen office bearers were 
installed into their respective 
roles and assigned their respon-
sibilities. For the first time in the 
history of the club, seven asso
ciates were assigned to help 
and work alongside the main 
seven club officers.

2. Toastmasters Leadership 
Institute (TLI) 
Training for Club Officers
(30th July 2017)

DistrictDistrict 92 of Toastmasters In-
ternational organised its TLI 
Training programme for Club 
Officers in the month of July. 
The training programme was 
addressed to both first-time 
cub officers, as well as re
elected officers. It was a very 
informative session which edu-
cated the office bearers on nu-
merous aspects, so as to be 
able to help their clubs and 
members better.                                                       



  Recent Events

3. Inspirational Speech by
Sridhar Ranganathan,
District Champion of Evaluation
Contest in 2014
(24th July 2017)

TheThe Managing Director of Allergan 
Pharmaceuticals (India and South 
Asia business), Mr. Sridhar Rangana-
than visited the IFIM Toastmasters 
Club on the day of the Installation 
Ceremony and interacted with fac-
ulty, members and guests. He is also 
a renowned speaker, who has par-
ticipated at 100+ Toastmasters con-
tests in Club, Area, Division and
District levels.

TM Sridhar delivered an Inspirational
and Insightful speech where
he explained that he never speaks
for more than 10 minutes at office,
but Toastmasters is a platform
through which people can listen to
him and others, in humorous, inspi-
rational and other sessions with no
extra qualification or requirement

4. Joint Meeting with Siemens
Bangalore Toastmasters Club
(19th July 2017)

IFIMIFIM Toastmasters Club concluded 
its 68th meeting in a Joint session 
with Siemens Bangalore Toastmas-
ters Club's 160th meeting. It was a 
very fruitful and productive meet-
ing, which also had an Advanced 
Communicator Speech on Mentor
ing in Toastmasters.

From IFIM, TM Rushee Sai was
the Best Role Taker as the
MoC of the meeting, and TM
Gunjan was the Best Evaluator
for her CC4 evaluation.



IMPROVISE. ADAPT. OVERCOME.

  Toastmaster Dinakar Teja Reddy 
was among the first group of 
students to join the club, back in 
Aug-Sept 2016. A regular in club 
meetings and leadership events, TM 
Dinakar has not only improved 
immensely with his communication 
andand confidence, but has a great role 
to play in taking the club to where it 
stands today.

“It all started with the hope- to speak 
confidently when I am in a group.
Each meeting has helped me find 
ways to overcome my weakness, and 

I am happy to say that this journey 
in Toastmasters has made me more 
than just what I wanted to be.

“I see toastmasters as a laboratory 
where I do experiments without 
fear of the unknown and get to 
know what works the best for 
me with respect to speaking 
abilities and interpersonal skills. 
In the way of doing so, I progressed
aa lot in every aspect of 
being a good communicator.
Above all, I made friends in and 
across many clubs who are 
always ready to elevate me 
to greater heights.”

My Toastmasters
Journey 

TM Dinakar Reddy



Unleash Yourself

You must be the change you wish to see in the world. 
-Mahatma Gandhi

 Confidence is that moment 
when you truly start down the 
path of self-discovery and there-
after there will be no turning back. 
But what is self-discovery?! 
To me, it is the way of becoming 
aware of your true potential, 
charactercharacter and motives. 
God’s greatest creation on this 
planet is we human beings, who have 
our own strengths and weakness. 
But have you ever sneak-peeked 
within yourself to unleash yourself?

WhileWhile our experiences clearly help to 
shape us into the person we are 
today, this does not necessarily 
mean that we know who we really 
are—what we are passionate about 
and what we want from life. Since we 
were tiny, we’ve developed beliefs 
andand values, some good and some 
not-so-good, as a result of our 
environment and the pressure 
from society to conform. 

 Ignorance towards your true 
self is something you have lived with 
for a long time. But try to take a dif-
ferent path and find who you actu-
ally are. Finding yourself means find-
ing your purpose in life; it means dig-
ging deep into your childhood and 
revealing the experiences that 
shaped you... good and bad. 

 It means realizing what your be-
liefs are and living by them. 
The effects of self-discovery include 
happiness, fulfillment, clarity and 
maybe even enlightenment! The 
journey however is not always 
an easy road. The journey includes 
fear, confusion, misunderstanding, 
doubt and literally re-visiting all 
your choices in life.
So, I would like to say, stop being 
your own worst enemy! Stop lying 
to yourself about your emotions 
andand feelings and start accepting 
them and allowing yourself to 
feel whatever is it you feel. The 
freedom you will feel within 
yourself is reward enough; 
the universe will give you back 
thethe love that you have finally and 
justifiably started to give yourself. 
This I promise you!

Everyone can learn, just not on the 
same day, or the same way.

-Shuvajit Dey



What’s New?

2. Personalised Guidance from the 
OB Team
 
TheThe office bearers team has taken up 
the initiative of keeping track of the 
members’ progress along their 
Competent Communication (CC) and 
Competent Leadership (CL) projects, 
so as to be able to provide them 
better guidance on how to complete 
themthem as early and as effectively as 
possible. As we approach the final 
academic term for the 2016-18 batch 
of students, this was an important 
step to take by the OB team, so that 
the members get the maximum value 
for the money they invested in 
Toastmasters.

ThisThis is an initiative that will cost the 
team many extra hours of hard work 
and lots of dedication and tracking. 
But for those that are willing to work 
with us along this journey and 
complete your projects, we will also 
be more than happy to work hard for 
you.you.



Expanding the 
Toastmasters Fraternity

 Now that the club had crossed 
40 full-time members, the club 
officers agreed that it would be a 
good idea if we could take the 
services of Toastmasters forward to 
the students of IFIM Law College, 
along with the next batch of PGDM 
andand MBA students. We felt that going 
through a platform like Toatsmasters 
is quintessential for achieving the 
clarity and expressibility that any 
graduate student should have if he or 
she aspires to be recognised at a 
global level, going forward.

The knowledge that the other 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
students might be interested in 
Toastmasters was first expressed 
to us by Ms. Surekha Shetty, Director 
of Admissions at IFIM B-School. 
ToTo the other batches, the club used 
to carry the image of one which 
included only an elite few.

WhileWhile Toastmasters certainly is a 
distinguished and extraordinary 
platform to be a part of, the club 
needed to open its doors to everyone 
and make them better 
communicators and leaders, because 
that is what it was built for.

 Thus, as the days go on and 
newer club officers take charge to 
hold and carry forward the torch of 
Toastmasters, we hope that the 
trend continues and more students 
come forward to experience the 
benefits and practical learning that a 
Toastmasters membership provides.Toastmasters membership provides.
IFIM Toastmasters Club will be 
taking in members one final time this 
year, for the term September 
2017-March 2018. Everyone who is 
interested, may contact 
Toastmaster Sourav Kumar Hui from 
the Membership department, who 
shallshall be happy to facilitate the same.


