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Professor Nishant Sheokhand, Assistant Dean, IFIM Law 
School welcomed the participants, the guest speaker, and 
the IFIM Law fraternity to the Panel discussion. Professor 
introduced the speakers, Professor Dr. Charu Sharma, 
Associate Dean (Student Initiatives) and Executive 
Director, Centre for Environment and Climate Change, 
and Professor Padmanabha Ramanujam, Dean IFIM Law 
School to the participants. 

Professor Nishant introduced the issue of climate change 
by referring to the Climate Change major factors in India 
are greenhouse gas effects, carbon emission, social factors 
and economic factors due to India is undergoing alarming 
climate change, whereas Bhutan is a globally acclaimed 
‘zero carbon emission’ country. The reports and debates on 
climate change refer to the major drawback on part of India 
to take into consideration that India’s population is scaling 
up along with the poverty level, and mushroom growth of 
urban areas. The economic growth has also included the 
functioning of unmonitored markets and transport systems 
and excessive use of natural resources.
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The Discussion
Professor Dr. Charu Sharma addressed many issues related to the environment 
and ecosystem. Professor invited participant’s attention to the drastic climate 
change and shared a short video clip on the rapidly changing climate in the 
world. On the issues of the disruption of the ecosystem, Professor enlightened the 
participant with the debates and jurisprudence on the ecosystem and climate 
change.  Discussing the gaps in the current legislation on the ecosystem, she 
insisted on the creation of community service and the role of youth ambassador 
for leading the climate change policies. 

The sustainable Goal set by the United Nation seek immediate action of 
sustainable climate,  even the statutory laws such as disaster management and 
risk reduction management  are answering the issues of natural and man-made 
disasters.  Professor insisted that participants should read Sameer Mehta NGT 
case, and identify how the judiciary in India is sensitive towards the issues of the 
ecosystem, which includes forest, wildlife, oceans, seas. Professor proposed that 
we should adopt smarter ways to ensure the sustainability of the environment.

Environment 
and 
Ecosystem

Professor Padmanabha Ramanujam

introduced the participant to Law and 
economic perspective on environment. 
Talking about the externalities in the 
environment, he referred to his experience 
of excessive pollution in Delhi, when he had 
to rush to the Pharmacy shop to buy N19 
mask.  Excessive pollution was reportedly, 
due to the burning of the crop waste, husk 
in and around the neighboring state of 
Delhi, which added to already polluted air 
in Delhi. Professor explained the liability 
approach and Property approach to the 
ecosystem restoration, this insightful law 
and economic perspective led to the 
question and answer round. 
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Questions
 + During the Question 

& Answer round, Mr. 
Arpeet Biwas, student 
of IFIM Law School 
asked the question of 
why the environment 
statutory act has less 
deterrence? 

 + Mr. Manthan Sharma 
participant from 
Gujarat questioned, Will 
it be possible to improve 
the existing liabilities 
under Indian Law by 
incorporating nature-
centric community 
service performance? 

Vote of Thanks
 + Professor Nishant 

ended the panel 
discussion with the vote 
of thanks also shared 
that students want to 
connect to Professor 
Dr. Charu Sharma for 
further research on the 
issue of the ecosystem 
and climate change, 
to which Professor 
Dr. Charu Sharma 
welcomed the student 
to connect for any 
guidance on the laws 
and research. 

Response
 + Panel members 

answering the question 
showed a way forward 
approach to the issue 
of climate change 
and restoration, and 
critically pointed the 
existing challenges in 
India.  

Organizers
 + Professor also thanked 

the members of 
the Student Affair 
Committee Professor 
Shagufta Anjum, 
Professor Shivani Dutta, 
Professor Sukanya 
Raghunathan, and 
Professor Mukul Rani for 
organizing the event. 

 + He also thanked 
Professor Mukul Rani 
for preparing the 
concept note for the 
event. Padmanabha 
Ramanujam also 
thanked the Guest 
speaker, participant, 
and student for making 
the event interactive 
and interesting.

The Panel
Discussion
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Best Write-up 
Selections

WRITE UP ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE LAW FOR 
GENERATION RESTORATION 

Written by Shinjinee 
Namhata, BBA LL.B (2019-
24), IFIM Law School

The rising number of 
instances of violent weather 
phenomena , forest fires, 
extinction of species, droughts, 
floods, melting ice caps, rising 
sea levels are just warning 
bells of the apocalypse that 
is waiting for us just around 
the corner. The human race is 
now on a tilt to extermination, 
and the situation will very 
soon become unalterable 

if immediate measures are 
not taken. Global warming is 
one of the major reasons for 
climate change, and India is 
facing serious consequences. 
Ultimately, it will influence the 
economic growth and social 
development of India.

So, what’s the need of the 
hour? – nothing other than 
a consolidated climate 
change legislation. A 
specific Legislation brings in 
accountability and now, what 
India lacks is an accountable 
system for tackling climate 
change, immediate attention 
is the call of the hour. 

 + The outcome of the panel discussion has 
been very productive. The discussion gave 
students a basic understanding of the laws 
on the environment and awareness to tackle 
the disruption of the ecosystem in a smarter 
way for a sustainable future. 

 + We have selected the best write-up and 
advisory note submitted by students after 
this event in which they are sharing their 
perspective on the issue of climate change. 
They are grateful to IFIM Law School for 
organizing such insightful on Climate change 
law for generation restoration. 

In this context, one of the major terms that should be known to all is ‘externality.’ 
This is an economic perspective of the environment analysis.  Externalities 
can be of two types- positive and negative. Positive externalities are such 
benefits from an economic activity experienced by an unrelated third party. 
These include infrastructure development, increasing R& D activities and so 
on. Whereas, negative externalities is a negative consequence of an economic 
activity experienced by an unrelated third party.

The majority of externalities are negative in nature. 
Environmental pollution, climate change is one such 
negative externality. These negative externalities 
hamper the environment in a fatal manner and a 
proper framework is needed to regulate and control 
these. Climate change legislation can be one of 
those regulatory mechanisms in order to restrict the 
negative externalities.

Another aspect in cases of environmental liability in 
India is the discussion of the Polluter Pays Principle.  
It means those who pollute should pay. However, 
this rule is very vague in nature when it comes to 
implementation. For instance, it is very much difficult 
to measure the degree of pollution done by an 
individual, so imposing a fine accordingly proves to be 
a tough task. What our country needs is an umbrella 
legislation that will address all such environmental 
issues that prove to be detrimental to human 
survival. Recent example of a negative externality 
is the dumping of dead bodies into the river Ganga 
in the state of Uttar Pradesh. Such incidents has 
contributed much to pollution and severely affected 
the environment at large. Those decomposed bodies 
will come accumulate in the banks of Bihar. Many 
people will face the serious consequences due to 
this upregulated action of the people. 

But, whom to held liable for the particular act? No Act 
presently covers such liability. 

Undoubtedly, climate change legislation is not 
suddenly going to control climate change and 
protect us from all consequences
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Revival of 
Ecosystems 

Focus 
On The 
Change

World Environment Day, June 05, 2021, was based on 
the protection and revival of precious ecosystems 
all over the world; the focus being generation 
restoration. Ecosystem restoration implies the act 
of helping degraded and destroyed ecosystems 
recover, at the same time protecting and conserving 
the ecosystems. 

The topic of the webinar organized by IFIM Law School, 
on World Environment Day, 2021 was Does India need a 
Climate Change Law for Generation Restoration?  Prof 
Charu Sharma and our Dean as the panel speaker, 
during the panel discussion we leant about the global 
climate and the dire need of formulating a Climate 
change Legislation in India. The Climate change Law 
will be a major step of the country towards a restored 
ecosystem. It will serve as a revolutionary change 
heading for a sustainable habitat.
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Advisory Note on a 
Climate Change Law for 
Generation Restoration

Are you feeling oddly anemic, do you notice sudden change in weather, did 
you notice rapid reduction of insects, bees, constant increase in the number of 
factories and industries leading to air, water, soil, and noise pollution. Yes, all 
these are interlinked! We are under massive climate change!

During the pandemic, the ozone layer is healed but on-going human activities is 
that harming the environment which will harm and can make human extinction 
soon. Plastic poses a huge threat to marine life, as the Great Pacific Patch still 
grows on size, ending up on our plates, we eat some amount of micro plastics 
from the seafood chain.

Burning of landfill garbage releases toxic gases affecting 
our respiratory health and breathing issues causing 
asthma. Human activity of making and introducing 
hybrid variety of native food leads to less yield and creates 
inflammatory diseases. Hybrid variety of Banana (Long 
size), Cauliflower, Corn (increase production), Brinjal 
(Eggplant), pomegranate of reducing the bitterness, 
chemicals and pesticides to high yield the production 
of fruits and vegetables. 

All these lead to the loss of actual nutrients and 
minerals we need and increases the chance of rise in 
new diseases, viruses among us. Releasing water waste 
directly into water bodies leads to loss of freshwater, 
rising in toxic seaweed growth making the water 
undrinkable. Usage of Air conditioning, fridge with CFC’c 
leads to the rapid growth of heat in the atmosphere and 
radiation affecting the well-being of the people.

Deforestation in the name of economic development 
leads to lack of care towards health, environment that is 
crucial for a human being, as it affects the psychology, 
mental being and the stress level. Surrounding green 
sceneries including trees and plants is a natural stress 
buster for all of us. With soon practices of deforestation, 
to construct factories, large IT Giants and replacing the 
native trees and plants crosses a huge line of culture, 
healing properties of certain medicinal trees and 
plants in our environment. Doing so, leads on to land 
degradation, loss of wildlife, biodiversity and disasters. 

Pratiksha Raja                                                                             
BBA., LL. B -2018 
IFIM Law School

Antara Paral
BBA., LL. B -2018 
IFIM Law School
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Fashion industries often look forwards the trend but end up making clothes 
where almost 60 % of it ends up in landfills. With almost throwing away 
traditional practices of growing native food, recycling everyday items, being 
eco-friendly, composting with biodegradable waste. Landfills are often places 
where, a patch of garbage is disposed which grows day by day affecting the 
neighboring areas if people are residing such place. We all are recently facing 
the most crucial environmental issues in human history. Our planet, climate, 
lives, and future as civilization are all at risk. Whereas, by taking small steps we 
all can save our Mother Earth from being wiped out. The steps, which we could 
take, are as follows:

 + Policy harmonization:  Harmonization of policies is required to enable multiple 
sectors to create an environment to drive innovative solutions to solve 
environmental problems. For example, Ministry of Agriculture needs to work 
with forestry and environment ministries to adapt EBA (Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation) techniques more effectively, as agroforestry is integrated into 
mainstream agriculture policies. 

 + Synergistic Implementation: Synergistic implementation is to be taken 
into consideration by addressing the environmental challenges through 
different schemes, which would curb it. For an instance, efforts to combat 
food waste management by integrating aspects of affective processing 
and preservation would result in enhanced food security.

 + Alternative sources of energy: It must be taken into consideration, for 
producing energy. Burning fossil fuels causes a lot of pollution which is 
affecting our environment badly. Therefore, renewable sources of energy 
such as solar power, wind power, and wave power are much more 
preferable to save our planet. These modes of power are also economical, 
advantageous, eco-friendly to conserve natural resources. 
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 + Eco-friendly modes of transport: Public transport is more eco-friendly 
because public transports such as buses and trains can carry large 
numbers of the people at same time whereas private cars often carry two 
persons. There is a need of developing new engine technology so that 
cars can run on cleaner fuels such as hydrogen and electric rather than 
petrol. In addition, for shorter journeys cycling is a much preferable as it is 
healthier and cause no pollution.

 + Green products: One should try choosing green products, which help the 
environment. For example, organic foods are produced without using any 
form of chemicals or pesticides. Also, each household can make use of 
vegetable peels for growing plants or trees instead of chemicals. We can 
also make use of other materials like bamboo instead of wood to produce 
so that our forests can be maintained for future generations. We need to 
stop using single use-plastic bags, instead we can use paper bag, and 
canvas fabric bags. The use of paper also must be avoided.

 + Reduce-reuse-recycle: Huge amount of wastes are being dumped into the 
environment daily. Hence, we need to start recycling waste, which could 
be recycled and re-use. If maximum wastes are recycled, there will be 
reduction in the number of wastes significantly. 

 + Education: All students must be aware of environmental alarm and take 
more responsibilities for environmental crises. In schools, colleges and 
all the educational institutions must implement a subject, which would 
teach the importance of environment and make environmental activities 
compulsory to all the students All the educational institutions could organize 
some contests such as posters related to environment or creating models 
to recycle waste as much as possible. From such contents, great ideas 
might come out for protecting environment. Moreover, the students can 
make short film or video about protecting environment These all could be 
the ways to educate the community and spread awareness.

Environmental issues are a warning of the upcoming disaster. Our Earth 
is getting destroyed and our community is solely responsible for such 
consequences. We need to implement all the possible solutions and policies 
urgently to save our planet. Our life is in our hand and if, it is not done, no 
doubt there will be no life on earth soon.  Let’s save our Earth together!
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